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Our annual Thanksgiving Ban-

quet is one of the highlights of 

my year.  I start looking for-

ward to the next one soon after 

the last one has ended.  Not 

only do I love the food 

(traditional Thanksgiving 

foods are among my favorites) 

but the fellowship and spirit of 

the evening is always wonder-

ful.  I enjoy the fact that so 

many bring neighbors and 

friends to our annual celebra-

tion.  We always have a good 

compliment of college students 

in attendance.  Inviting 

“outsiders,” it seems to me, is 

in keeping with the spirit of the 

original Thanksgiving banquet. 

 

Beyond the food and the fel-

lowship, I always enjoy ob-

serving the auction.  It amazes 

me how many talented crafts-

people we have in the congre-

gation: from woodworkers to 

vintners, quilters to glass cut-

ters, painters to bakers.  Both 

the donations and the bids re-

flect the overwhelming gener-

osity of our community of 

faith.  The fact that we give 

100% of  the proceeds of the 

auction away only underscores 

that spirit.   

 

 

 

Even as we celebrate our 

thankfulness, we choose to 

share our blessings with others.  

That truly is in keeping with 

the spirit of Thanksgiving. 

 

Several times in the Gospels, 

Jesus uses a wedding banquet 

as a metaphor for the Kingdom 

of God.  In one of his parables, 

it is the poor, the blind, the 

lame and the outcast who wind 

up attending the banquet.  In 

other places in his ministry, 

Jesus teaches that there is a 

place for everyone at God’s 

table.   In the Gospel of Luke 

(which we will be focusing on 

during the coming year) Jesus 

sits at table with all manner of 

people: from tax collectors to 

Pharisees. Jesus’ ultimate shar-

ing of himself took place at 

table, as he broke the bread and 

shared the wine and declared 

them to be his body and blood 

given and shed for the world. 

 

Someone once teased that 

“wherever two or three Luther-

ans are gathered, there will be 

a potluck.”  We do like to eat 

together!  But, we need not 

apologize for that.  Scripture 

teaches us that  eating  together  

 

 

in Christian fellowship is 

holy time.  It is truly a fore-

taste of the heavenly ban-

quet, an opportunity to enjoy 

the blessings of our God and 

to give thanks for them with 

those we care about and 

love.  It is a time for both 

communion and community, 

for connecting to one another 

and reaching out to those 

hungering for a place at the 

table. 

 

Second Isaiah, writing dur-

ing the time of the Babylo-

nian Exile, looked forward to 

the day when God would 

restore his people.  His pro-

phetic invitation still applies 

to us: 
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts,  
come to the waters;  
and you that have no money,  
come, buy and eat!  
Come, buy wine and milk  
without money and without 
price. 

 

 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Mike 

Centerpoint: Gather for the Banquet 



From the DCE 
 

Fog of Witnesses 

On our summer trip up north to 

visit family we had a chance to 

take a day trip up to Duluth and 

see my grandmother.  She does-

n’t get a lot of visitors being the 

farthest away from everyone but 

we were delighted to see her and 

she was so happy to meet Abbi-

gail.  After a while we got to 

talking about family history and I 

learned a great deal about her 

side of the family.  I found out 

that in my background I have a 

horse thief, a mayor, an acciden-

tal child drowning, a fur trapper 

who married a (we think) Chero-

kee Indian, and any number of 

relatives in Montana. Talk about 

a history lesson! 

 

The thing is, I didn’t know about 

any of this. I have this great, and 

sometimes sordid, family history 

that I knew nothing about be-

cause no one ever told me.   

 

What do you NOT know about 

the people who came before you? 

This November we celebrate All 

Saints. We remember all the peo-

ple who came before us to teach 

us and lay a path for us to follow.  

We remember the people who 

Paul calls the Cloud of Witnesses 

though he says they surround us, 

sounds more like fog to me.  Yes,  

we have a precedent set for us 

but how are we supposed to 

know if no one tells us?  How are 

grandchildren supposed to know 

what great, and not so great, 

things their family has done in 

the past if no one tells them? 

How is anyone in the world sup-

posed to know the history of 

great people who lived the Chris-

tian life if YOU don’t tell them?  

 

Yes we have a cloud (fog) of wit-

nesses surrounding us but what 

does it matter if nobody knows 

it? 
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If you have a submission for 

the Shalom, please e-mail them 

to shalom @ ulcsc.org.  For 

questions, comments or sugges-

tions, contact Heidi Somers. 

Note: I cannot acknowledge 

your email from the shalom 

address, as I cannot respond.  If 

you would like a confirmation 

for our submission, copy your 

email to hsomers at classic-

net.net or hidela at aol.com.  

Text in an email is just fine, or 

I can accept any Microsoft Of-

fice 2003, or 2007 document, 

rich text or html. 

December 

Shalom Deadline: 

Nov 22 

Send submissions to 

shalom@ulcsc.org 

Pastor Michael K. Girlinghouse 

 

 Nov 06 Jeremy Camp concert in Moore, 7:30 pm 

  07 Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 8:00 am 

  22 Christmas Store shopping 

  29 No Sunday School 

Dec 01 Education Committee, 7:30 pm 

  05 Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 8:00 am 

  06 Sunday School Christmas Program,  

between services 

  06 Advent Event, 5:30 pm 

  27 No Sunday School 

Youth Calendar 
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Mark Your Calen-
dars!  Grow-One 
Sunday is Nov 15th 
 

 

For the third year, the Steward-

ship Committee will be using 

the Grow-One Sunday program 

in effort to encourage everyone 

to gladly and willingly give 

back from what they have re-

ceived in their own lives, re-

sponding to the goodness of 

God in Jesus Christ. In this 

way, their “generosity will re-

sult in thanksgiving to God” (II 

Corinthians 9:11). 

 

As Christians, we are called to 

give generously because “we 

are willing, as God wants (us) 

to be; not greedy for money but 

eager to serve” (I Peter 5:2). 

Grow-One Sunday is both a 

spiritual-growth program and a 

financial campaign. It is based  

on the biblical theology of “the 

need of the giver to give” for his 

or her own spiritual development, 

not “the need of the church to 

receive” in order to balance its 

budget. People will receive 

“Estimate of Giving” cards dur-

ing the worship service on Grow-

One Sunday (November 15th), fill 

them out, and return them during 

the offering. This will be con-

ducted in a way that will cause no 

embarrassment for those who 

choose not to complete a card. 

The amounts people write on 

their cards is strictly confidential, 

known only to that individual, 

God, and the financial secretary.  

 

This program will be most suc-

cessful if we have high atten-

dance on November 15th, and if 

we are all ready to fill out our 

cards. Although there will be op-

portunities to fill out a card at a 

later date, our goal for pledging is 

November 15th.  It   is   really  

important to think ahead of this 

date about what you are willing 

and able to give financially.  

 

As many know from last year, 

and as the name would suggest, 

a primary goal of “Grow-One 

Sunday” is to encourage people 

to grow in their giving. Please 

consider what you have given in 

the past, and whether you might 

be able to raise your level of 

weekly giving by one percent of 

your income or by a certain dol-

lar amount of your choosing. If 

this prospect seems difficult, 

consider some of your small 

daily or weekly expenditures 

that could translate into a con-

tribution instead. You might be 

surprised! Even the cost of a 

fast food meal, a movie, a hair-

cut or a golf game can add up to 

significant growth. Please con-

sider growing a step in your 

giving and making a pledge to 

do so November 15th. 



November Birthdays                                                

  Statistics - September 2009  Worship Attendance 

 

Sun  9/06/09 9/13/09 9/20/09 9/27/09  Average 

8:30    63 73 77 91   76  

11:00  105 94 87 88   93 

2009  168 167 164 179  169 

Bible Study 
 

 

   . 

WOW for NOVEMBER 
and DECEMBER 
 
WOW will read “The Way We 

Live Now,” by Anthony Trollope.  

The novel suggests a society per-

vaded by dishonesty in banking, 

money schemes, and the way it 

shapes relationships between men 

and women.   

 

The time of the book is the mid 

1870’s, but it could have been 

written yesterday!  As Edna St. 

Vincent Millay so aptly put it,  “It 

is not true that life is one damn 

thing after another¬-it’s the same 

damn thing over and over.”  Books 

are available at Borders for a 10% 

discount.   

 

We meet Fridays at noon – bring 

your lunch if you so desire.  We 

will not meet on Friday, Novem-

ber 27th, December 25th, nor 

January 1, 2010.  Call Arlis Scott 

(xxx-xxxx) or Mary Sue Schnell 

(xxx-xxxx) with questions and/or 

comments.  Please, come read 

with us! 

02 Joey Jorgenson, Brookings, SD 14 Sharlene Kleine 

02 Linda Crawford, Norfolk, VA 15 Rodney Hansen, Sioux Falls, SD 

02 Genia VanLeirsburg 15 Marti Hunnicutt, OKC 

03 Steve Johnson 16 Samuel Boeck, Norman, OK 

04 Ryan Abraham, Houston, TX 21 Bryce Ford Wallace 

04 Dorothy Iverson, Spring Grove, MN 22 Marian Klumpp, Tonawanda, NY 

05 Rebecca Girlinghouse, Brookfield, WI 23 Rebekah Swanson, OKC 

05 Sandy Jane 24 Bob Metz, Tulsa, OK 

09 Michelle Black, Gilbert, SC 26 Hyan Jae Lee 

09 Saylor Hahn Hanttula, Norman, OK 29 Eilene Kleine, Irvington, TX 

10 Deborah Bain, Chicago, IL 30 Barbara Starling, Delavan, WI 

10 Mia Lobban   

12 Carol Hoadley, Chicago, IL  
November Anniversaries                                              

12 Ingrid Robbins, Stuttgart, Germany 17 Ken and Edda Miner, Warwick, RI 

12 Richard Swenson 20 Chris and Kirsten Lee, Minneapolis, MN 

13 Donna Droeschler, McAlester, OK 23 Bob and Mary Lee 

Monday, November 16th 

               7:30 p.m. at church 

“To God’s Beloved:   

Paul’s Letter to the Romans” 

Session 3: “Hope Does Not Disappoint” 

Paul knows what life is like, with hardships and struggles that 

cause pain, grief, and, inevitably, death.  He is also well aware 

that God’s grace is often rejected by humans, following the early 

pattern set by Adam and Eve.  Paul, however, is able to rejoice 

that through baptism into the death and new life of Jesus Christ, 

we are no longer trapped in that old story.  We’ll share Paul’s joy 

at the gifts given by God in Christ Jesus. 

 

All women are cordially invited to bring a Bible and join in the 

fellowship and good discussions.  



Worship Highlights 
Pentecost 23 
November 8, 2009 

1 Kings 17:8-16 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

Mark 12:38-44 

 

Theme: Total dependence on God means 

that we are free to be generous. 

 

Pentecost 24 
November 15, 2009 

Daniel 12:1-3 

Hebrews 10:11-25 

Mark 13:1-8 

 

Theme:  The End Times are always with 

us.  The battles continue to rage.  But we 

know that the war is already won! 

 

Christ the King Sunday 
November 22, 2009 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

Revelation 1:4b-8 

John 18:33-37 

 

Theme: To say that “Christ is King” is to 

confess his lordship over everything.  

What are the implications of such a cos-

mic claim? 

 

Thanksgiving Evening Prayer 
Wednesday, November 25, 7 PM 

Joel 2:21-27 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Matthew 6:25-33 

 

Theme:  How can we be thankful in an 

anxious age? 

 

First Sunday in Advent 
November 29, 2009 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

Theme:  We begin the “Year of Luke” by 

looking to the End: to the coming of 

Christ and the ultimate fulfillment of 

God’s promises in him. 

 

Second Sunday in Advent 
December 6, 2009 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

Theme:  We are sent out to prepare the 

way for the coming Christ so that his 

love might overflow through ours.  The 

Sunday School Christmas Program will 

be presented between services. 

The Year of Luke 
 

Starting on the First Sunday of Advent (November 29) we be-

gin a new church year, and switch our focus from the Gospel of 

Mark to the Gospel of Luke.  Tradition tells us that this Gospel, 

along with Acts, was written by Paul’s traveling companion, 

Luke.  His two volume work tells the story of the Good News 

of Jesus Christ and how that Good News was carried out to the 

“ends of the earth” (Acts 2:8).  Written to Theophilus, or 

“Lover of God,” Luke’s Gospel alone contains some of our 

most beloved Gospel stories including the story of the Shep-

herds and Angels at Jesus’ Birth, the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son, the Parable of the Good Samaritan and Jesus’ post-

resurrection appearance to two disciples on the road to Em-

maus.  More than the other Gospels, Luke focuses on Jesus’ 

ministry to the powerless and outcast, and highlights the role of 

women in Jesus’ ministry.  Luke also emphasizes Jesus’ table 

fellowship with disciples, tax collectors, Pharisees and others.  

Join us every Sunday as we explore Luke’s portrait of our Sav-

ior! 

Thanksgiving Banquet 
 
The Annual Thanksgiving Banquet will take place on Sunday, 

November 22 at  County Fairgrounds on Robinson beginning at 

5:30 PM .   Everyone is invited!  Bring your family, friends and 

neighbors to join in our celebration of God’s goodness and 

blessings in our lives.  Please sign-up in the church narthex to 

bring a turkey, dressing, potatoes, vegetable, dessert or other 

traditional Thanksgiving dish to share.  (If you are bringing 

along guests, please bring a little extra so we are sure to have 

enough food.) 

 

Once again we will have an auction of gifts and crafts.  Smaller 

items will be raffled.  Sign-up in the Narthex to let us know 

what you will be bringing.  Proceeds from this year’s auction 

will be donated to the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod’s efforts to 

raise $20,000 to provide for a vehicle for new missionaries Josh 

and Sue Magyar.  The Magyars have recently begun working 

with Pastor Herb Hafermann in the mission district of the 

Morogoro Diocese of Tanzania and need the four wheel drive 

vehicle to reach the ever growing number of congregations and 

preaching stations in the district. 



PRAYER LIST  -  November 1, 2009   Please keep the following 
in your prayers: 
  
Members who are homebound: 
Dave Alvis       Paul Brinker     Genia van Leursburg    
Members who are sick and recovering: 
Kirstin Schwandt     Tamara Swenson             Doug Gransberg 
Rich Reynolds         Dorothy Iverson               Ingrid Robbins 
Bev Turner              Allison (Holewa) Bahar    Amanda Atherton 
Carolyn Fuerbringer 

Friends and family members who are sick and recovering: 
James West                    Son of Len and Andy West 
Taiyoko Payton                            Friend of Doug & Gwen Gransberg 
Ari Williams                                Friend of Roger and Debbie Bain 
Anna White                                Mother of Richard White 
Lony Birkert                                Friend of Ingrid Robbins 
Hollianne OôRear                       Friend of Carrie Atherton 
Wilma Eakins                             Aunt of Bob Metz 
Helga Martin                              Mother of Heidi Somers 
Betty Armstrong                        Mother of Jessica Gwinner 
Jim King                                    Friend of Gary & Mary Sue Schnell 
Family of Stan McLaughlin       Friends of Donna Shaw 
Lyrisa McCoy                           Daughter of Debbie Nelson-McCoy 
Arlet Johnson                            Mother of Steve Johnson 
Nellie Michael                            Mary Sue Schnellôs aunt 
Jim Ault                                     Friend, Duane & Jane Winegardner 
Travis Fast                                  Grandson of Wilhelmine Folks 
Josh Kirchhoff                           Friend of Cathy Cook 
Trish Parham                              Friend of Donna Shaw 
Vickie Lykins                             Friend of Dale Metz 
Tina Gibbons                             Sister of Tamara Swenson 
Betty Quinlan                             Sister of Dorothy Brinker 
Vera Hrabak                               Sister of Vivian Jacobson 
Robert Grass                              Friend of Randa Shehab 
Bob Armbrust                            Brother of Jolene Kudrna 
Bruce Barber                              Brother of Cindy Sewell 
Linda Wallace                            Friend of Gary & Mary Sue Schnell 
Albert Metz                                Father of Bob Metz 
Rev. Ron Austin                         Friend of Bob Metz 
Edna and Bill Kreps                   Friends of Linda and Ike Isaacs 
Howard van Moorlehem            Cousin of Linda Isaacs 
Alice Siefert                               Friend of Eva McGinnis 
Jeanette Wire                              Aunt of Rebekah & Sarah Swanson 
Julie Clay                                  Friend of Donna Shaw 

Those in the military who serve in harms way, including:  Justin 

Smalley, Barry Roche, Tony Seymour, Matthew Haddon, Jon Lawson, 
Owen Lasater, John Stroud, Annette Messinger, Pablo Martinez, Michael 
Finch, Andy Woomavova, Welby Richardson, and Anthony Martin. 

Missionaries of the church, especially:   
David and Alicia Brondos, in Mexico, and Herb Hafermann in Tanzania. 

For all those who grieve the death of a loved one, the family of 

Matty Christy, Alice Gray, Karla Garrett, Dorothy Banken, Ching-guo Wang, 
and Paul Manz. 

May the hope of Christôs resurrection bring you comfort in your loss. 
For our residents of East Main Place, Denise and her 3 year old daughter 
Liani. 
  
In thanksgiving for the birth of Mathew Nigel Atherton.  Mother Amanda and 
Grandmother Carrie are very proud. 

FOOD AND SHELTER 
FOR FRIENDS 
 
Norman has been named one of the 

10 best places in the US to 

live…..but in 2007, Cleveland 

County reported 1455 homeless 

persons.   And that number has 

probably gone up since then!   The 

homeless and hungry are among us! 

 

Food and Shelter for Friends feeds 

breakfast and lunch to about 100 

people each day.  Among other ser-

vices are a clothes closet, washers 

and dryers, showers, telephones, 

even a kids’ rack with clothes and 

toys.  Six small apartments are also 

available for families with children.  

FSFF also provides case manage-

ment, job coaching, life and job 

training sessions, all with the aim of 

helping people become self suffi-

cient. 

 

A few months ago, a company do-

nated more eggs than they could 

use, so they began serving break-

fasts.  But now that company has 

stopped donating eggs, so they 

really need help ….they use about 6 

dozen eggs every day!  If you’d like 

to bring eggs on a Sunday morning 

(they’re only $1.61 for 18 at Wal-

mart this week),  we’ll be happy to 

take them over there on Monday…

or you can take them directly there 

if you’d prefer, (after 1 p.m. on 

weekdays). 

 

At this time of the year another ur-

gent need is for warm coats and 

jackets, including those for small 

children as well as adults.   If you’d 

like a tax credit receipt, take them 

directly to the shelter.  Otherwise, 

bring them to the bins in the nar-

thex, and we’ll take them over there. 

 

We toured the facility last week and 

found it very enlightening.  If you’d 

like to see it too, call Stacy, and 

she’ll be happy to arrange it.  If you 

don’t know where the shelter is, the 

address is:  104 West Comanche 

(just west of the railroad tracks and 

south of Main Street.)   Phone: xxx-

xxx-xxxx. 



Fishers and Followers  
Disciples are Learners... 

 

 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.  –Matthew 11:29 
 

In the first congregation I served after being 

ordained, I was asked to lead a bible study for 

our congregation’s Senior Center.  I agreed, 

and each week I gathered with a group of six 

to eight elderly women to study scripture.  Of 

all the study groups I’ve belonged to, it was 

one of the most memorable and enjoyable.  

These women were not scholars, but they had 

an insatiable desire to learn more about God’s 

Word.  I shared all the new wisdom I had 

gained at the Seminary.  They shared with me 

the time-tested wisdom they had learned 

through years of faith-filled living.  They 

asked hard, probing, practical questions that 

pushed a young pastor fresh from the halls of 

the Seminary to think deeper than he had ever 

thought about faith and life and the Word.  

We all learned a lot. 

 

Disciples of Jesus Christ are meant to be 

learners.  The study of the scriptures is a well 

that can never be emptied, a source of wis-

dom for life and learning that can never be 

exhausted.  It does not matter whether you 

are a scholar of the Bible or someone opening 

the Word for the first time, there is always 

some new insight to be found, some detail 

previously missed, or a story to be heard in a 

different way.  It does not matter whether you 

are young or old, there is wisdom to be found 

by sitting at Jesus’ feet. 

 

Whatever you do, never stop asking questions 

as you seek to learn more about our faith.  

The scriptures themselves give us permission 

to probe and question and wrestle and search 

for deeper understanding into our God and 

our faith. 

 

So…  Open the book.  Join a study group.  

Read with a friend.  Meditate upon the Word.  

Dedicate yourself to learning more and more 

about what the scriptures teach.  You will 

never be disappointed.  I promise. 

 

Next time: Trusting the Master 

Come, Let us Worship 
Prayer of the Day 

 
The weekly liturgy (both contemporary and tradi-

tional) begins with a time for “entering” into wor-

ship.  The confession, greeting, Kyrie, song of 

confession, and song/hymn of praise prepare our 

hearts and minds to enter into the presence of God 

and receive the Word and Sacrament which are the 

focus of our weekly worship.  The Prayer of the 

Day serves as the bridge between this “entrance” 

liturgy and the liturgy of the Word which follows. 

 

Lutheran liturgy is shaped around a three year cy-

cle of scripture readings called the 

“Lectionary” (more on that next month).  Each 

week, there is a unique Prayer of the Day ap-

pointed which corresponds to the lessons that will 

be read for that day.  The Prayer of the Day re-

flects the theme of the lessons, and prays that God 

would help us to both understand the Word for that 

day and to appropriate that Word into our lives.  

Though the prayers have had their language up-

dated, some of them are part of the ancient liturgi-

cal tradition that dates back centuries.  Other 

prayers were written specifically for the new Evan-

gelical Lutheran Worship. 

 

The Prayer of the Day is structured around a sim-

ple prayer format.  In services of Holy Commun-

ion, the pastor invites the people into prayer with 

the words “The Lord be with you.” To which the 

congregation responds, “And also with you.”  At 

services of the Word, the invitation to prayer is the 

more simple, “Let us pray.”  In either case, the 

prayer is preceded by a brief silence in order that 

the congregation can enter into the attitude of 

prayer.  The prayers themselves begin with an af-

firmation of who God is for us, and then ask for 

God’s guidance in our lives.  On holy days and 

festivals, the concluding formula is Trinitarian (in 

the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit).  On 

“ordinary” Sundays, the prayers are offered up in 

the name of Jesus. 

 

Traditionally, the prayer is offered by the presiding 

minister.  However, in recent times, this prayer has 

been spoken in unison by the entire congregation, 

an act by which the whole people of God offer that 

day’s worship to their Lord. 

 

Next time:  The Lessons. 



Building ProposalðFeasibility Study 
 

At a special congregational meeting on September 27 we 

voted to hire John Cross of Kairos to help us assess our re-

sources for moving forward with the building renovation and 

expansion we have been discussing. 

 

Everyone is invited to attend one of 7 focus groups (listed 

below) or participate in a 30-minute personal interview some-

time November 17 – 19 to share your thoughts and feelings 

about the renovation and expansion plans and to respond to 

some specific questions about the proposals.  Pastor John 

Cross, our partner with Kairos, will facilitate the focus groups 

and the interviews.  Each focus group is identical and will last 

no longer than 60 minutes.  Light refreshments will be avail-

able. 

                       The focus groups will be held:   

 

             Tues, November 17      6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

             Tues, November 17  7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

             Wed, November 18        10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

             Wed, November 18 Noon – 1:00 p.m. 

             Wed, November 18 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

             Thurs, November 19 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

             Thurs, November 19 Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
 

The 30-minute interviews will be held throughout the day and 

on some evenings on November 17 – 19.  Your conversation 

will be confidential and only composite results of all those 

interviewed will be shared with the church’s leadership.  

Your honest convictions and viewpoint will significantly 

shape the leadership’s decisions regarding this appeal.  Every 

family unit in the congregation will be called the week of No-

vember 9 to see which focus group you plan to attend, and /or 

to set up a personal interview.  Your participation in this 

process is very important to determine how we will move 

forward in the coming months. 
 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving Service 
 
Before the family and friends gather to 

feast and give thanks on Thanksgiving 

Day, we gather as a family of faith to 

offer up our thanks and praise to the God 

who has blessed us so richly.  Our an-

nual Thanksgiving Eve service of Eve-

ning Prayer will be on Wednesday, No-

vember 25 starting at 7 PM.  The service 

will feature the quiet, reflective music of 

Evening Prayer, along with a short hom-

ily and prayers of thanksgiving.  You are 

invited to come and take a moment be-

fore the feasting begins to stop and say 

“thank-you” for the grace, mercy, and 

blessings of our loving God. 

Bible Readings 

  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

Sunday Isaiah 58-60 Ezekiel 10-12 Ezekiel 28-30 Ezekiel 46-48 

Monday Isaiah 61-63 Ezekiel 13-15 Ezekiel 31-33 Mark 1-3 

Tuesday Isaiah 64-66 Ezekiel 16-18 Ezekiel 34-36 Mark 4-6 

Wednesday Ezekiel 1-3 Ezekiel 19-21 Ezekiel 37-39 Mark 7-9 

Thursday Ezekiel 4-6 Ezekiel 22-24 Ezekiel 40-42 Mark 10-12 

Friday Ezekiel 7-9 Ezekiel 25-27 Ezekiel 43-45 Mark 13-16 

Saturday 1 Kings 17:8-16 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

Mark 12:38-44 

Daniel 12:1-3 

Hebrews 10:11-25 

Mark 13:1-8 

Dan. 7:9-10, 13-14 

Revelation 1:4b-8 

John 18:33-37 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

1 Thess. 3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36 

 



Hanging of the 
Greens 
 

It has been the long standing 

tradition at University Lutheran 

for SOUL to decorate the 

church for the Advent-

Christmas season.  This year, 

we will meet at 1 PM on No-

vember 22, “deck the halls” 

and then head over to the 

County Fairgrounds for the 

Annual Thanksgiving Banquet.  

As it is said, “many hands 

make light work” so please join 

us to decorate the tree, hang the 

greens and put up the Advent 

wreath! 

 

SOUL Food 
 

The last SOUL Food of the 

semester (can you believe it?) 

will be Sunday, December 6 

immediately following the 11 

AM worship service.  Meet in 

the narthex and we’ll pick a 

restaurant,  go  out  to  eat  and  
 

SOUL 
Students Of University Lutheran 

SOUL Tuesdays 
 

SOUL’s main meeting each 

week takes place from 6 – 7:45 

PM in the Student Center 

(Triplex) on College Ave. just 

west of the church.  We start 

with a FREE home cooked 

meal prepared by our talented 

University Lutheran cooks.  

Around 6:44 PM we move into 

a time of Bible study, conver-

sation, worship and prayer.   If 

you cannot join the group on 

Tuesdays, there is a “Make-up” 

bible study at noon on Wednes-

days at Memorial Union (meet 

outside Wendy’s). 

have a great time before that 

final push to the end!  As al-

ways, SOUL picks up the tab! 

 

 

Football Parking 
 

Just two more home games 

left!  We still need help parking 

cars for the OU/Texas A&M 

game on November 14 and for 

the big game between OU and 

OSU on November 28 (which 

is Thanksgiving weekend.)  

Ideally, we need 4-5 people to 

make the parking go smoothly. 

Watch the OU website,  weekly 

announcements and the SOUL 

Facebook page for game times 

and parking schedule. 
 

 

Need more information about 

SOUL?  Want to get email and 

Facebook reminders about 

upcoming events?  Email 

Campus Minister Kristin Reed 

at: kristin.h.reed-1 at ou.edu 

Community of faith  

        
Community of service 

 

Change for Children 
 

In his sermon a few weeks ago, Pastor Mike spoke about how children are a treasured priority to the 

church. This is clearly visible at ULC when you look over the plans for the coming expansion of the 

church. It has many areas dedicated to our children. In addition to this new indoor space, there is an imme-

diate need and opportunity to improve the outdoor play equipment that our kids use. We have found some 

new equipment at a great discount. It is high quality and will last for many years. In addition to the play 

equipment, we will need to install new ground material underneath the equipment and a fence around the 

area. If the funds allow, benches and a picnic table will be installed for parents and kids to use. 

 

To help pay for the equipment, we ask all members of the church to donate their Change for Children. 

Please dig through your purses, change jars, couches, and cars and bring your change to church with you on 

Sunday, November 8 and 15 and add it to our Change for Children jar in the Narthex. If you don’t have 

change lying around or want to give a bigger gift, we will also be taking donations on those same Sundays; 

just write “playground” on the memo line of your check and place it in the offering. 

 

During Sunday school, we will be encouraging the children to bring their own money to purchase sponsor-

ships of the equipment. Kids can buy a rock on the climbing wall, parts of the ladder, slide, swings, and 

other features. This is a great way for our kids to invest in their own piece of ULC. Please encourage your 

kids to bring a part of their allowance, birthday money, or piggy bank savings to donate to Change for Chil-

dren. Sponsorships will be available for purchase by the kids between services on November 8 and 15. 

 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please call Randa Shehab, Holly Lantagne, or 

Kim Hill. 



Elections for 2010 
 

During the month of November we will be voting 

to elect three new members to the Congregation 

Council and two new members to the Endowment 

Committee.  Voting members of the congregation 

can cast their ballots on Sundays or weekdays 

through noon on November 22.  Election results 

will be announced at the Thanksgiving Banquet 

and in the December Shalom.  Many thanks to 

those who have put their name’s forward in nomi-

nation: 
 

Council:  Endowment: 

 

Janell Cannicott  Ike Isaacs 

Bev Chase  Bruce Snyder, Jr. 

Jan Felt 

Lance Lobban 

Nick Maddock 

Bill Purcell 
 

We give thanks for Jane Douglas, Ken Miner and 

Arlis Scott,  who are finishing their terms on the 

Council and for  Bev Chess and Phil Carlson  who 

are completing their terms on the Endowment 

Committee.  Thank you for your service! 

Janell Cannicott 

I am a charter member of University Lutheran, and 

was one of two people in our first confirmation 

celebration.  After attending OU part-time and 

working at OU for seven years in the Internal Au-

diting department, I moved to California.  During 

my time in California, I got married and had the 

first of my two children.  After returning to Nor-

man in 1983, I began working for a CPA and have 

been employed with the same accountant for 26 

years.  At University Lutheran, my most enjoyable 

service has been to sing in the choir.  I have also 

enjoyed serving on the Altar Committee and as a 

financial secretary. 

Lance Lobban 

I grew up in McPherson, Kansas and through 6th 

grade attended Andover Lutheran Church, a rural 

Swedish Lutheran congregation for whom my 

grandfather had previously been pastor.  Later, my 

family attended Trinity Lutheran Church in 

McPherson.  After earning chemical engineering 

degrees at the University of Kansas and the Uni-

versity of Houston, I joined the OU chemical engi-

neering faculty in 1987, and I've been the depart-

ment chair for the last 11 years. I joined University 

Lutheran shortly after moving to Norman in 1987.  

Bev Chess 

I was born and grew up in Berlin, New Hampshire, 

where I was a member of St. Paul's Lutheran 

Church.  After graduating from high school, I at-

tended college at Keene State in New Hampshire 

and graduated with a B.A. in Elementary Educa-

tion.   

 

I subsequently taught Grades 1 and 2 in Nashua, 

N.H. and Wellesley, Massachusetts. 

 

I was married for 46 years to William Lafferrandre 

until his death in 1999.  I remarried in 2004 to 

Wayne Chess, a retired Professor from O.U. 

 

I have been in the real estate profession for 37 

years and am presently a Broker Associate with 

Homesteaders Real Estate. 

 

I have been a member of University Lutheran for 

approximately 35 years and have served in several 

capacities.  Presently, I am a member of the En-

dowment committee. 

Nick Maddock 
 
I grew up in Monticello, Indiana and attended Pur-

due University where I earned my degree in mete-

orology.  While at Purdue, I met my wife, Sara.  I 

have been a Christian all of my life, but it was Sara 

that got me involved in the Lutheran church.  From 

2001-2004 we attended First English Lutheran 

Church in Richmond, IN, where we were married 

five years ago.  

 

Since moving to Norman in 2004, I have served as 

a leader in many capacities.  In my current position 

at Weathernews, I am responsible for coordinating 

a team of meteorologists.  We route cargo ships in 

oceans around the world based on weather condi-

tions.  In our neighborhood, I served as our HOA 

president for two years.  At ULC, I have been an 

active member since joining in 2005.  I have 

served on the Stewardship Committee for the past 

2 years and played on the church softball team for 

three years.  Sara and I were blessed with the birth 

of our first child, Savannah, last April. 

I have three daughters - Sarah (a freshman at OU), 

Hannah (a sophomore at Norman High) and Mia (a 

fifth grader at McKinley Elementary). 

 

I've been a Sunday school teacher more or less 

continuously for the last dozen years or so, and I 

am serving on the Education and Endowment Trust 

committees. 



ULCSC Endowment Trust 
 

The endowment trust was established in 2000 and 

the principal now exceeds $55,000.  Annual income 

from the endowment trust is used to further the 

Church mission through, in particular, outreach-type 

projects, scholarships, or capital improvement pro-

jects.  To build the endowment and make it more 

effective to this mission, we ask your help during 

the month of November.  As Thanksgiving ap-

proaches, please consider a gift to the endowment 

trust.  Gifts to the endowment trust are tax deducti-

ble as charitable contributions.  One suggestion is to 

make a gift equal to your weekly pledge, but contri-

butions of any size are welcome.  Gifts for the trust 

can be put in the offering at any time or given to 

any of the trustees.  Checks should be made out to 

the 'ULC Endowment Trust' with a note on the 'For' 

line indicating this as well.  Look for Endowment 

Trust envelopes in the bulletins during November.  

Thanks! 

 

Phil Carlson, Andy Feldt, Bev Lafferrandre-Chess,  

Lance Lobban, and Barbara Starling 

Endowment Trustees 

Bill Purcell 
 
My wife Ursula and I met at ULC and we reside in 

Norman.  Ursula is a piano teacher and Kinder-

musik educator and I am an insurance agent.  I'm a 

graduate of Norman High School and the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma.  I was confirmed at Trinity Lu-

theran Church in Norman by Pastor Fred Neumann 

in 1974, and have been a member of University 

Lutheran Church since 1980.  In college I was a 

member of the S.O.U.L. group, and also worked as 

the janitor.  I've been on property, planning, and 

fund-raising committees, have served as an usher 

team leader, and softball team coach.  Serving on 

our church council would be a new experience for 

me, however, I have served on the boards of local 

civic organizations.  I'm grateful for the service of 

our current and past council members, the time and 

effort they've given over the years to help guide 

our congregation in its' mission. 


