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…Jesus went up the mountain by 

himself to pray…  

  --Matthew 14:23 

 

At the end of April, I decided I 
needed some “recharge” time, so I 
took a few extra days off and headed 
down to the Wichita Mountains.  I 
had never been to the Wichitas, but 
had heard they are both beautiful 
and a great place to hike.  So, I 
packed my tent and my day pack and 
hiking boots and went looking for a 
mountain to climb. 
 
I found one. 
 
I spent a wonderful Tuesday climbing 
and exploring Elk Mountain in the 
Wichitas.  I saw a coyote, a number 
of birds (including a rare black-
capped vireo)  lots of trees and 
rocks.  I passed a lot of time just sit-
ting, thinking and praying as I looked 
over the valley below. 
 
For as long as I remember, I have 
loved the mountains.  When I was a 
boy, we travelled through the Alle-
ghenies and I thought they were the 
most amazing thing I’d ever seen.  As 
a teenager I used to climb rocks with 
friends in the summer and downhill 
ski almost every Friday night in the 
winter.  As we enjoyed the hills in 
Wisconsin, we would dream about 

the “real” mountains in Colorado. 

  
Mountains and mountain hiking have 
always been very restful for me.  I 
always descend from a mountain top 
experience feeling refreshed and 
with new perspective.  I’m glad the 
Wichitas are close at hand! 
 
Jesus seemed to like climbing moun-
tains too.  The Gospels talk about 
Jesus going up on the mountain to 
pray.  It is on a mountain where Je-
sus preached one of his most memo-
rable sermons, and where he was 
transfigured before the disciples. 
 
Mountains have symbolic value in 
many of the world’s religions.  (And 
some of that is certainly at play in 
Jesus’ mountain journeys as well).  
Mountains reach to the sky and 
sometimes even “beyond” the sky 
(when the summits are shrouded in 
clouds) and therefore were often 
thought to be the gateway between 
heaven and earth.  Pyramids and 
ziggurats were “artificial” mountains 
that represent the divine. 
 
Having been to the top of a few 
mountains, I understand the sense of 
holiness that comes from ascending 
to the summit.  One does feel closer, 
somehow, to God.  You do feel like 
you can reach out and touch the sky.   
There is a sense of exhilaration that 
is hard to  

describe when you climb the last 
crest and feel like you are stand-
ing at the top of the world.  And 
I’ve never even climbed a “big” 
mountain! 
 
In these days when stress fills 
many of our lives to the brim, tak-
ing time away and apart from the 
daily grind is extremely important.  
The pace of modern life can be 
deadly (as research has shown).  
Whether that is time at the lake, a 
walk in the park, a project in the 
woodshop, or a hike up a moun-
tain, we all need places where we 
can go to recharge. 
 
Worship should be a time like that 
too.  Sometimes worship will chal-
lenge us, that is true, but it is also 
a time to get back in touch with 
God, with God’s grace, and with 
God’s love.  It is a time to pray, 
and praise and let off some stress 
in a good hymn or song. 
 
As the summer comes, take time.  
Take time to recharge and recon-
nect with God.  Go to the 
“mountain” (wherever that is for 
you) and come back ready for ser-
vice, and witness, life and minis-
try. 

 
 
Peace, 

 

Centerpoint:  Mountain Top Experiences  



 

From the DCE 
 A picture is worth a thousand words. 
Actions speak louder than words. 
Why do we speak at all? Or even, why 
do we listen?  We are a visual people, 
no argument.  We can find great reward 
and inspiration in mediums other than 
sight, music being the prime example in 
my mind.  Touch and texture, taste, 
smell; all are powerful senses but most 
people get the majority of sensory input 
from sight.  Advertising is built around 
visual input, musicians read notes on 
paper, chefs plate their food in and ap-
pealing manner, cars are shiny, people 
are airbrushed, toys are brightly col-
ored, and even something so ubiquitous 
as paper towels exclaim that you can 
“see” the quilted billion fibers or what-
ever. What visual input (outside of wor-
ship) do you get as a Christian?  We see 
crosses by the side of the highway. 
Sometimes we can see a steeple in the 
distance. If you happen to be out and 
about on a Sunday morning you can see 
people in their Sunday best, on their 
way to worship. None of this, however, 
speaks to our lives as followers of Christ.  
The only visual means we can convey 
how Christ has affected our lives is 
through our actions.  I know, you’ve 
heard it all before. You hear it in ser-
mons, in music, in conversations 
(especially about evangelism) and even 
in the news.  You hear it and hear it and 
it goes in one ear and out the other.  
When have you seen it?  What a power-
ful experience to see someone share 
their faith through their actions.  On the 
flip side, what a heartbreaking thing it is 
to see someone not care.  Actions do 
speak volumes about what we hold 
close to our hearts.  do your actions 
speak to your faith. Go! Set an example 
for someone. Share your faith with 
someone through what they see. Inspire 
someone. 

 
How to be a (Lutheran) Disciple 
The past couple years we have done a 
new member course that was built 
around Lutheran theology and identity.  
While that is valuable and vital to the 
understanding of our community, that’s 
not all there is. This time around I’d like 
to spend some time on discussing who 
we are and what we believe but the 
majority of the time will be spent talking 
about how that affects our lives and 
how we live out our Lutheran Christian-
ity in the wide world. Anyone interested 
is welcome to join us and we especially 
encourage people interested in mem-
bership to sign up.  Sessions will be 5 
consecutive Wednesday evenings at 
6pm. Classes will finish May 12 encour-
age people interested in membership to 
sign up.  Sessions will be 5 consecutive 
Wednesday evenings at 6pm. Classes 
will finish May 12. 
 
Summer is coming! As summer draws 
near, the time to register for camp is 
here.  Camp Oaks is the AR-OK synod 
summer bible camp.  Located at the 
beautiful OAKS Indian Mission, it is a 
great opportunity for your kids to spend 
some time with other Christian kids and 
counselors.  They have great activities 
and programs for 3rd through 12th 
grades including a new Urban Service 
Camp.  Discounts and scholarships are 
still available so get your forms now!  
See Chris for more information. 
 
Blue Lane Derby @6513 Blue Lane, 3-5pm 
Start your engines and put on your running 
shoes! This Memorial Day, May 31, University 
Lutheran will host a race for the fastest 
wheely toy around. We invite you and your 
family to bring the kids, neighbors, a wheeled 
toy (riding or pushing) for each participant 
and a dish to share. Hot dogs and polish 
sausage as well as drinks will be provided.  
Call Chris Lee @321-1584 with any questions. 
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If you have a submission for the 
Shalom, please e-mail them to 
ulc@ulcsc.org.  For questions, 
comments or suggestions, contact 
Cheryl Cook.  

May 
Shalom Deadline: 

May 15th 
Send submissions to 

May        1 Join Hands Day 

  Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:00 am 
 4 Education Comm,  7:30 pm 
 9 Mother’s Day 
 23 Last Day of Sunday School 
  Baccalaureate for Seniors, 7:00 pm @ McFarlin 
 27 Norman North Graduation 7:00 pm 
 28 Norman High Graduation, 7:00 pm 

 31  Memorial Day 

  Blue Lane Derby  3-5 pm 
June 6 First Week of Summer Camp at Camp Oaks!! 

Youth & Education Calendar  
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Many Thanks!!! 

 

Thank-you to everyone who participated in our very successful Building to 

Serve campaign this Spring.  You are all AMAZING!  Together we have re-

ceived  gifts and pledges from 87 giving units totaling $675,092 toward mak-

ing our building and renovation plans a reality.  Many thanks to everyone who 

was able to make a pledge.  Thanks also to those who were unable to pledge 

at this time, but have been keeping this project in their prayers.  Of course, it’s still not too late to get your pledge in! 

 

We also want to thank everyone who served on one of the planning and leadership teams during the capital campaign.  

We’re not going to try to name everyone who was involved (we’re sure to forget someone), but there were many peo-

ple involved in many different ways.  It was exciting to see long-time members working side by side with newer mem-

bers and even some who haven’t formally joined us yet!  The commitment from so many to make this happen was 

tremendous.   

 

Those who made pledges should have received a letter in the mail thanking you for your gift and giving you some 

guidance for paying your pledge.  If not, please let us know (the mail and our mailing list can be a bit unreliable some-

times).   “Building Fund” envelopes for paying your pledge are available in the church narthex.  You can also place 

your gift in your own envelope marked “Building Fund.”   Please  write “Building Fund” in the memo line of your 

check.  This will help us make sure the gift goes into the correct fund.  Of course, even if you weren’t able to make a 

pledge, gifts to the building fund are always welcome!   

 

Over the next months, the Council and Mission Advancement Task Force will continue to keep you informed about 

our progress toward our goals.  The next steps will include finalizing our building plans, securing financing and begin-

ning the process of getting city approval for our project.  Hopefully, we will be ready to break ground sometime next 

year.   

 

Again, we praise and thank God for the many blessings this community of faith has received during this Campaign, 

and we praise and thank God for you, our brothers and sisters at University Lutheran Church and Student Center.  

Keep praying for this process! 

  



May Birthdays & Anniversaries                                                

  Statistics - April 2010  Worship Attendance 

 
 

Sun  4/04/10 4/11/10 4/18/10 4/25/10  Average 

8:30 74 55 60 est. 78  67 

11:00 104 76 80 111  93 

2010 178 131 140 189  160 

2009 176 164 150 190  170 

2008 157 172 173 151  163 

2007 186 160 167 178  173 

2006 179 173 76 177  151 

       

       

Monday, May 17th  
  7:00 p.m. at church 

 

To God’s Beloved:  Paul’s Letter 

to the Romans 

Wise in What is 

Good 
 

         We are finishing up our 

study of the book of Romans with 

a lesson that discusses memories 

and names.  Paul greets many 

people by name and puts flesh 

and blood on this early church for 

us.  We’ll talk about the impor-

tance of networks of believers 

then and in our own lives. 

All women are invited.  

Bring a Bible and join in the dis-

cussion and fellowship.  Copies of 

the Bible study will be provided if 

you’re not yet a Lutheran Woman 

Today subscriber.. 

Bible Study 

Food and Shelter for Friends  
 

It’s so good to see the FSFF bins in the narthex overflowing with 
your contributions each week.  Your generosity is so much appreciated by 
the staff and clients at the facility.  Keep it up! 

When you go shopping, remember to pick up a few extras, such as 
large cans of vegetables, breakfast cereals, toilet paper, and so on.  Toiletries, 
such things as deodorant and shampoo are needed….maybe just save those 
hotel extras when you travel.  There are so many ways to help. 
Among other services at FSFF are a clothes closet, washers and dryers, show-
ers, telephones, even a kids’ rack with clothes and toys.  Six small apartments 
are also available for families with children.  FSFF also provides case manage-
ment, job coaching, life and job training sessions, all with the aim of helping 
people become self sufficient  

 
If you’d like to visit or take contributions directly there, the address is:  104 
West Comanche (just west of the railroad tracks and south of Main Street.)   
Phone: 405-360-4954 

01 Abby Busking 14 Sherry Peek 31  Margrit Spears 

02 Sara Maddock 17 Phil Carlson 31 Jane Winegardner—St. Louis, MO 

07 Gweneveren Dominique Black 
Glunt,   Moore, OK 

18 Ursula Purcell—Germany   

08 David Alvis 19 Edda Miner—Honensalza, Ger-
many 

 May Anniversaries 

10 Fred Eliason 20 George Droescher—Bogota’ Co-
lumbia 

02 Stan and Carole Eliason 

11 Mark Klein 22 Dillon Downey 09 Bill and Arlis Scott 

11 Mac Reynolds 24 Mary Rhea 13 Cindy and Mike Pullin 

11 Duane Winegardner, Toledo, OH 24 Andrew Somers, Nashua, NH 17 Holly  and Art Lantagne 

13 Meg Brady Carr 25 Elizabeth Hailey Hanttula—
Norman, OK 

21 Andy and Jan Feldt 

13 Ilea Stoltenberg   26 Sandra and Donald Longcrier 
 

14 Kara Harrison   27 David and Kathy Gastgeb 



Worship Highlights  
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Tanzania Sunday 
May 9, 2010 
 
Acts 16:9-15 
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 
 
Theme:  We will be celebrating our partnership with 
the Morogoro Diocese of Tanzania. 
 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16, 2010 
 
Acts 1:1-11 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 
 
Theme: Jesus sent his disciples out as witnesses to the 
Resurrection.  Today he sends us out to tell the world 
that he lives! 
 
Festival of Pentecost 
May 23, 2010 
 
Genesis 11:1-9 
Acts 2:1-21 
John 14:8-17 
 
Theme:  Pentecost is the third major festival of the 
church year (behind Easter and Christmas) when we 
celebrate the Holy Spirit who gives voice to the Gos-
pel among the diverse peoples of the world.  (See the 
article for more.) 

Come, Let us Worship  
With these Gifts ï The Offering  
 
The Offering is part of our response to the hearing of the Word and 
the proclamation of the Gospel.  The Offering is also the beginning of 
our preparation for receiving the Lord’s Supper. 
 
The Offering is, therefore, more than a “break” in the middle of the 
service.  It is more than paying our “dues” to keep the lights on and 
the church running.  It is, in fact, a profound act of worship and devo-
tion through which we offer ourselves to God for God’s use in the 
world.  The Offering is a weekly reminder that all we are and all we 
have is Gods.  Our money represents our time, our labors and our 
livelihoods.  It symbolically represents our very lives being offered up 
to God. 
 
In our services at University Lutheran, the ushers gather up our offer-
ings and bring them forward on our behalf.  (In other places, the peo-
ple themselves bring their offerings forward.)  The acolyte receives the 
offering and presents it before the altar.  The acolyte lifts it up in 
praise and thanksgiving, offering our gifts to God for God’s use in mis-
sion and ministry.  The offering is then set upon the altar, a reminder 
that we place ourselves and our whole lives before God even as we 
prepare to receive forgiveness, life and salvation through the gifts that 
will come to us from the table. 
 
During the Offering, the pastor receives the elements (in the first ser-
vice) or unveils them (in the second service)  in preparation for the 
meal we are about to share.  The action reminds us that these earthly 
elements, the work of human hands (bread and wine) are being of-
fered up for God’s holy use in the Sacrament. 
 
The Offering Prayer completes this portion of the service before we 
move into the liturgy of the meal itself.  It states verbally what we 
have already done through our actions: offering to God our time, our 
talents and our treasures. 
 
Next Time:  The Eucharistic Prayer. 

 Bible Readings 
We are nearing the end of our journey through the Bible!  Next month you will finish reading Numbers.. then we just 

have Daniel and Revelation to complete! 

  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

Sunday 2 Chronicles 1-3 2 Chronicles 19-21 Leviticus 1-3 Leviticus 20-22 

Monday 2 Chronicles 4-6 2 Chronicles 22-24 Leviticus 4-6 Leviticus 23-24 

Tuesday 2 Chronicles 7-9 2 Chronicles 25-28 Leviticus 7-9 Leviticus 25-27 

Wednesday 2 Chronicles 10-12 2 Chronicles 29-30 Leviticus 10-13 Numbers 1-3 

Thursday 2 Chronicles 13-15 2 Chronicles 31-33 Leviticus 14-16 Numbers 4-6 

Friday 2 Chronicles 16-18 2 Chronicles 34-36 Leviticus 17-19 Numbers 7-9 

Saturday Acts 16:9-15 
Rev. 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 

Acts 1:1-11 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 

Genesis 11:1-9 
Acts 2:1-21 
John 14:8-17 

Prov. 8:1-4, 22-31 
Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 



Dear Members of ULCSC, 
On May 9th (Mother’s Day), we will be sending 
forth a Tanzanian Construction Team for the 6th 
consecutive year.  Five of the 8 members of the 
team are from ULCSC and they are:  
 
Jim Dunlop, Cynthia Sewell,     Shelby Sewell 
Darby Sewell, Paul Kleine 
 
 May 9th  has been designated as TANZANIA SUN-
DAY  and both services will be dedicated to sharing 
the report of our previous five years of evangelism 
work among the Massai in the Mission District of 
the Morogoro Diocese.  The amazing growth and 
development of the District will be described with a 
slide presentation that shows the progress made in 
chapel construction and water well drilling.  
 
God has truly blessed our efforts and our congrega-
tion has played a central role in this fascinating 
story. 
 
Also, to better coordinate our Tanzania fund raising 
with the major effort underway at ULCSC on our 
church renovation capital campaign, we will not be 
asking for funds over a several week period before 
our trip.  Instead, we will ONLY be asking for funds 
one time and that will be with an envelope in the 
bulletin on Tanzania Sunday. Please give our Tanza-
nian Ministry your best thoughts and prayers and 
give as generously as you can for building materials.  
We had hoped to build two chapels together with 
our Massai friends and with  your continued sup-
port I’m sure we can do it again. 
 
Thanks for all your prayers and support   
 
Blessings, 
Paul F. Kleine 
 

How to be a (Lutheran) Disciple  
The past couple years we have done a new member 
course that was built around Lutheran theology and 
identity.  While that is valuable and vital to the un-
derstanding of our community, that’s not all there 
is. This time around I’d like to spend some time on 
discussing who we are and what we believe but the 
majority of the time will be spent talking about how 
that affects our lives and how we live out our Lu-
theran Christianity in the wide world. Anyone inter-
ested is welcome to join us and we especially en-
courage people interested in membership to sign 
up.  Sessions will be 5 consecutive Wednesday eve-
nings, starting April 14 at 6pm. 

Tanzanian Construction Fund 
Drive  
Pastor Mike has often stressed that our ministries 
should continue unabated during our church re-
modeling efforts and, therefore, we are moving 
ahead with our efforts to raise funds for this 
year’s construction team visit to Tanzania.  
 
This year marks the sixth straight year that we will 
send a team from ULCSC to continue our evangel-
ism efforts in the Mission District of the Morogoro 
Diocese.  This year, Jim Dunlop, Cindy Sewall, and 
Cindy’s two daughters, Shelby and Darby. will join 
our team.  In addition, Don Cunningham from 
Norman, Bill Senn and Cathy Engelkes from Arkan-
sas will also make the trip. Cathy is in charge of 
logistics and this will be her third year in a row 
making the trip 
 
In an effort to fit our fund raising efforts into the 
congregation plan for our major church remodel-
ing efforts, we will focus our drive very sharply 
this year.  Rather than the usual drive that lasted 
four or five Sundays, we will be limiting our drive 
to a single Sunday.  To accomplish our goal, we 
are planning a Tanzania Sunday on Mother’s Day, 
May 9 in both services.  The sermon and the wor-
ship theme will be dedicated to our continuing 
presence in Tanzania.  A brief review of the results 
of five years of dedicated efforts by our congrega-
tion in the areas of chapel construction, water 
well drilling and other evangelism efforts will be 
shared with the congregation.  I think you will be 
surprised at how the Lord has blessed us over this 
half decade of concentrated effort in this rapidly 
growing mission field. 
 
Prior to this service, we will be providing a special 
envelope for your contribution to our efforts.  We 
hope, once again, with the help of a Thrivent 
grant to be able to raise at least $6,000 to build 
one chapel for our fellow Lutherans.  The local 
congregation will assist with much donated labor 
and they will raise the funds to pour the concrete 
floor and build the benches and altar after we 
leave. 
 
So, please mark your calendars for the Tanzania 
Sunday on Mother’s Day, May 9.  Please use this 
opportunity to contribute toward this very impor-
tant evangelism effort.  We very much appreciate 
your prayers, your interest and your financial sup-
port.  Blessings, 
  Paul F. Kleine 



PRAYER LIST  Please keep the following in your prayers 
Dave Alvis                       Genia van Leursburg          Larry Klumpp 
Kirstin Schwandt           Tamara Swenson         Dorothy Iverson           
Carolyn Fuerbringer      Linda Crawford                   Jerry Black  
Lee Savage                      Richard Swenson               Wilma Fett 
Arlis Scott                        Jack Alley                          Dennis Metz                                    
Cheryl Bredeson 
 
Friends and family members who are in need of prayer: 
 
James West Son of Len and Andy West 
Taiyoko Payton  Friend of Doug and Gwen Gransberg 
Ari Williams  Friend of Roger and Debbie Bain 
Anna White  Mother of Richard White 
Lony Birkert  Friend of Ingrid Robbins 
Rosella Hansen  Friend of Carrie Atherton 
Helga Martin  Mother of Heidi Somers 
Betty Armstrong  Mother of Jessica Gwinner 
Lyrisa McCoy  Daughter of Debbie Nelson-McCoy 
Nellie Michael  Mary Sue Schnell’s aunt 
Jim Ault   Friend of Duane and Jane Winegardner 
Vickie Lykins  friend of Dale Metz 
Bob Armbrust  Brother of Jolene Kudrna 
Bruce Barber  Brother of Cindy Sewell 
Rev. Ron Austin  friend of Bob Metz 
Alice Siefert  Friend of Eva McGinnis 
Jeanette Wire  Aunt of Rebekah and Sarah Swanson 
Rachel Parsons  niece of Cindy Pullin 
Lisa Leyn  Friend of Julie Lawson 
Delmar Hafermann Grandson of Herb Hafermann 
C.O. & Juanita Gransberg Parents of Doug Gransberg 
Diane Henseler  Sister of Pastor Mike 
Gerswinth Hansen Sister of Edda Miner 
R J Barton  Friend of Dennis Metz 
Luka Durhaini  Tanzanian Evangelist/Construction Mgr  
Tony Afendra’s  Friend of Russ & Vivian Jacobson 
Lois Ballard  Friend of Donna Shaw 
 
Those who serve in harm’s way, including those in the military:  Justin 
Smalley, Barry Roche, Tony Seymour, Owen Lasater, Michael Finch, Andy 
Woomavova, Welby Richardson, Anthony Martin, Nils Gransberg, Eric 
Magerumm, Max Koller, Jeff Krebs, Eric Hume  and civilians doing relief 
work, including  Dr. Patrice White. 
 
For the people of Haiti and Chile as they recover from the earthquakes and 
for all those involved in the rescue and relief efforts. 
Missionaries of the church, especially:   
David and Alicia Brondos in Mexico, Herb Hafermann and Josh and Sue Mag-
yar in Tanzania.  
 
For all those who grieve the death of a loved one, including the family and 
friends of Bruce Snyder Sr., and Karen Leveridge.  May the hope of Christ’s 
resurrection bring you comfort in your loss.  
 
The residents of the apartment we sponsor at East Main Place, Aubri and 
her 3 1/2 year old daughter, Lilly.  
 
Pray for peace and an end to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

We are happy to keep people on the 
prayer list as long as they are in need 
of prayers!  However, if you know 
that someone has recovered from 
their illness we will rejoice in taking 
them off the list!  Please call or email 
the office! 

 

Women of the Word 
Book Group  
 

Women of the Word Book Club 
(WoW) has selected the book The 
Piano Teacher by Janice Y.K. Lee 
as its book for discussion in May. 
Publishers Weekly describes the 
book as follows:  

Former Elle editor Lee delivers a 
standout debut dealing with the rig-
ors of love and survival during a time 
of war, and the consequences of 
choices made under duress. Claire 
Pendleton, newly married and arrived 
in Hong Kong in 1952, finds work 
giving piano lessons to the daughter 
of Melody and Victor Chen, a wealthy 
Chinese couple. While the girl is less 
than interested in music, the Chens' 
flinty British expat driver, Will Trues-
dale, is certainly interested in Claire, 
and vice versa. Their fast-blossoming 
affair is juxtaposed against a plot line 
beginning in 1941 when Will gets 
swept up by the beautiful and tem-
pestuous Trudy Liang, and then fol-
lows through his life during the Japa-
nese occupation. As Claire and Will's 
affair becomes common knowledge, 
so do the specifics of Will's murky 
past, Trudy's motivations and Victor's 
role in past events. The rippling of 
past actions through to the present 
lends the narrative layers of intrigue 
and more than a few unexpected 
twists. Lee covers a little-known time 
in Chinese history without melo-
drama, and deconstructs without 
judgment the choices people make in 
order to live one more day under tor-
turous circumstances.  

 
Book lovers are invited to join us for lively 
discussion of the book of the month each 
Friday, 12-1 p.m. in the church lounge. 
WoW participants who wish to purchase 
the book may do so at Borders in Norman 
with a 10% discount. Just ask for the Uni-
versity Lutheran book group book at the 
check-out counter. Contact person: Mary 
Sue Schnell . 
 



Fishers and Followers  
Serving One Another   
  
 When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 

because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep with-

out a shepherd.  –Matthew 9:36 

 
Whenever Jesus saw someone in need the Gospels 
say he felt compassion for them.  This compassion 
always stirs Jesus to action.  Jesus taught his disci-
ples to respond in the same way. 
 
Disciples following in the way of Jesus seek to re-
flect Jesus’ compassion in their own lives.  Seeing 
the hurting, suffering and needy of the world should 
move us to action.  A Christian disciple cannot see 
the needs of the world and simply look the other 
way.  A Christian disciple cannot see someone who 
is hurting and simply dismiss that person as some-
one else’s problem. 
 
Living with compassion is not always easy.  The suf-
fering and pain in our world is as complex as it is 
overwhelming.  There are no easy solutions to social 
problems like world hunger, homelessness, poverty, 
and oppression.  We can feel helpless in the face of 
chronic diseases, the ravages of old age, mental ill-
ness and the coming of death. 
 
But, though these realities in our world can be diffi-
cult confront, Christians down through the ages 
have frequently met them head on.  We have been 
in the forefront of relief efforts, the founding of 
hospitals, homes for the orphaned and aging, social 
service agencies, and community development pro-
grams.  Individual Christians frequently care for 
neighbors, friends and even strangers in times of 
need.  Acts of compassion, large and small, are car-
ried out every day by Christians  following in the 
way of their Lord. 
 
To be a disciple of Jesus Christ always means follow-
ing his lead in our ministry, even as we continue his 
mission of declaring the Reign of God in all the 
world.  To be a disciple is to be a fisher and a fol-
lower, a student and servant of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Come, Let us Worship 
More than ñGood Morningò 
The Offering is part of our response to the hear-
ing of the Word and the proclamation of the Gos-
pel.  The Offering is also the beginning of our 
preparation for receiving the Lord’s Supper. 
 
The Offering is, therefore, more than a “break” in 
the middle of the service.  It is more than paying 
our “dues” to keep the lights on and the church 
running.  It is, in fact, a profound act of worship 
and devotion through which we offer ourselves 
to God for God’s use in the world.  The Offering is 
a weekly reminder that all we are and all we have 
is Gods.  Our money represents our time, our 
labors and our livelihoods.  It symbolically repre-
sents our very lives being offered up to God. 
 
In our services at University Lutheran, the ushers 
gather up our offerings and bring them forward 
on our behalf.  (In other places, the people them-
selves bring their offerings forward.)  The acolyte 
receives the offering and presents it before the 
altar.  The acolyte lifts it up in praise and thanks-
giving, offering our gifts to God for God’s use in 
mission and ministry.  The offering is then set 
upon the altar, a reminder that we place our-
selves and our whole lives before God even as we 
prepare to receive forgiveness, life and salvation 
through the gifts that will come to us from the 
table. 
 
During the Offering, the pastor receives the ele-
ments (in the first service) or unveils them (in the 
second service)  in preparation for the meal we 
are about to share.  The action reminds us that 
these earthly elements, the work of human 
hands (bread and wine) are being offered up for 
God’s holy use in the Sacrament. 
 
The Offering Prayer completes this portion of 
the service before we move into the liturgy of 
the meal itself.  It states verbally what we have 
already done through our actions: offering to 
God our time, our talents and our treasures.  
 
Next month:  The Eucharistic Prayer.  



church which supports and encourages our spiritual 
growth through study, reflection, fellowship, and service, 
among many things. 
 
When I was growing up at my home church in Fort Worth, 
church was a place where I could go  where I knew that I 
would not be superficially judged, taken advantage of or 
put down.  It was a place where everyone was welcomed.  
It was a place that was uplifting and which encouraged me 
to ask questions, to really think, and to live an upright life.  
Not all churches are this way, and certainly none are per-
fect, but I am so thankful, as are all of the college students, 
to have found another such church here in Norman.  Your 
generosity and kindness have been overwhelming and we, 
the Students of University Lutheran, cannot thank you all 
enough.  I am very excited to be returning next fall to con-
tinue my position as ULCSC’s campus minister, and my 
hope is that I can expand the program to reach out to 
more students than ever before.  Thank you again for your 
continued care and support, as college can be a very trying 
time in the course of one’s faith and lift in general. It 
means a great deal to have a faith community to fall back 
on, and for that I know that all of the students are ex-
tremely grateful. 
In Christ, 
Kristin Reed 
ULCSC Campus Minister 
 
 
For Students: As always, there will be standard 8:30 am 
and 11:00 am worship services throughout the summer if 
you are in town.  Don’t forget about the FREE Pancake 
Feed  11pm—1am Monday May 10th at ULC. 
 
Mark you calendars for Fall: 
Tuesday August 24th:  represent SOUL at the involvement 
fair in the South Oval from Noon until 2:00 pm. 
Tuesday August 24th:  First Fall SOUL Tuesday Dinner and 
Bible study in the triplex at 6 pm. 
Sunday August 29th:  SOUL’s Welcome Back event at 
12:30 pm.  Details are T.B.A. 

SOUL 
Students Of University Lutheran 

Kristin Reed, Campus Minister 

 
SOUL LUNCH FELLOWSHIP ς Stop by!!  12:30-1:20, 
meet at a wooden table outside of Wendy’s in the 
Student Union (if the weather is bad, we will meet in 
the main area of the Union near Quiznos).  Just bring 
your lunch over and eat with SOUL.  Also, if you 
missed bible study on Tuesday, you can pick up a 
copy at lunch. 
 
 
SOUL FOOD ς The final SOUL Food of the semester 
will be on Sunday, May 2 following the late service.  
We’ll go out to eat at a local restaurant.  SOUL pays! 
 
PANCAKE FEED!!!  Monday, May 10 from 11 PM – 1 
AM.  A ULCSC Tradition!  Take a study break from 
your Finals, come and eat pancakes and sausages.  
FREE.  Tell everyone you know!  Bring your friends. 

 
To the Congregation at University Lutheran Church and 
Student Center, 
 
The end of spring semester is quickly approaching for SOUL, 
and upon reflection, we have had so many good times to-
gether and we have much for which to be thankful.  We 
have spent time learning and growing together in the faith 
through our Tuesday night dinners and bible studies.  We 
have made new friends and grown together as a more uni-
fied community through our fellowship activities like our 
crepe night, Mardi Gras party, or our SOUL Food Sundays.  
We have served the community together through volun-
teering for habitat for humanity, Second Chance animal 
shelter, and through university service events like Big Event 
and Relay for Life.  Many of our students have served the 
church through singing in the choir, playing musical instru-
ments, and doing odd jobs like hanging Christmas decora-
tions.  Overall, we as students are so grateful to belong to a 

 

ULC SOFTBALL BEGINS!  
 
After a long off-season, the ULC Softball season reconvenes on May 
6th.  I have encountered many new members here at ULC and would like 
to invite those interested in playing on the team to email the new 
Coach, Steve Gunnels for more information.  You can also become a fan 
of the ULC Softball Team on facebook.   
 
This is a men’s C-league team that plays Thursday evening double-
headers that start anywhere from 7:00 - 10:00, with an occasional 1-
hour break in between games.  Those of you that would like to cheer on 
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast will continue through the summer months.  Men of all ages are 
invited to join us on the first Saturday of the month from 8:00-9:30 AM for Breakfast, Bi-
ble Study and prayer.  Invite your friends or neighbors to participate!  The dates for the 
summer are June 5, July 10 (second Saturday because of Independence Day) and August 
7. 
 

SIGN-UP FOR BIBLE CAMP! 
 
Camp Oaks will be offering programs for children enter grades 4-12 this fall.  During a 
week at Camp Oaks, campers will make new friends, learn about God, grow in faith, camp 
out under the stars, learn about Native American culture, play great new games, raft the 
Illinois River, worship around the campfire, hike up a creek, learn about nature and much, 
much more.  Camp can be a life-changing and faith altering experience for young people!  
Chris Lee will be taking a group during one of the Junior High/Confirmation weeks (see 
Chris for details).  The summer schedule is: 
 
Junior High/Confirmation Camps June 6-11, June 13-18 
Elementary Camp (entering grades 4-6) June 20-25 
High School (entering grades 9-12 June 27-July 2 
Urban Servant Camp (entering grades 7-12) July 5-10 
 
A week a camp only costs $250!  (Early bird and multiple child discounts are available).  
Talk to Pastor Mike or Chris to get registration materials! 
 

 
 

The Festival of Pentecost  
 

The Festival of Pentecost is the third major holiday of the Church Year (behind Easter and 
Christmas).  Unfortunately, we usually don’t think of this day as a major holiday (mostly, 
because the world around us doesn’t celebrate it!).   This year, we will be adding some-
thing new to our Pentecost observance, as well as continuing some traditions that make 
the day special.  First, everyone is invited to wear red on this day.  No, not for OU…  but 
because red is the color of the flames of the Holy Spirit who God poured out on the apos-
tles on the first Pentecost.  Second, we will be decorating the chancel with red flowers, 
which will be planted around the church following the service.  Look for announcements 
in the bulletin for how you can provide Pentecost flowers.  Finally – and this is new –  we 
are looking for individuals who can speak or read a language other than English to read 
the Lord’s Prayer in that tongue.  Pentecost was the day that the Spirit empowered the 
apostles to speak in the language of the nations.  We will mark this miracle, and remem-
ber that, today, the Gospel is proclaimed in many languages all across the face of the 
globe.  If you can read in either or both Sunday services, please talk with Pastor Mike.  We 
would like to have as many languages as possible represented! 




