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Centerpoint: Blessed to be a Blessing

And God is able to provide you
with every blessing in abun-
dance, so that by always having
enough of everything, you may
share abundantly in every good
work. —2 Corinthians 9:8

On August 24, a group of us
from the Mission Advancement
Planning Committee and the
Financial Task Force met with
Hank Wellnitz of the Mission
Investment Fund to discuss a
loan for our building and re-
modeling project.

During the meeting, Hank said
several things that got me think-
ing. One was that a congrega-
tion that thinks of its giving as a
blessing will do much better —
financially, spiritually and in
ministry — than a congregation
that thinks of its giving as a
duty or an obligation.

As I pondered his words, I real-
ized that Hank’s comment can
be extended far beyond finan-
cial giving:

A congregation that thinks
that belonging to the commu-
nity of faith is a blessing
rather than an option will
tend to grow. As a part of the
community of faith we are sup-
ported, encouraged and chal-

lenged in the life of faith. In the
community of faith we can
learn from other Christians,
share our hopes and our strug-
gles; as we worship together we
join our voices with our broth-
ers and sisters in celebration.
After all, who really likes to
party alone?

A congregation that thinks of
it’s ministry as a blessing
rather than a burden will tend
to prosper. What a privilege it
is to be able to be a part of the
work of God’s Kingdom! Get-
ting involved in the work of the
congregation is often exciting,
gratifying and meaningful work.
What a joy to contribute to a
potluck banquet. How wonder-
ful to look into a child’s eyes as
you tell them about Jesus in a
Sunday School classroom.

How moving it is to share with
someone in need. How power-
ful to help lead your brothers
and sisters in worship and
praise or to place the sacrament
in their hand.

A congregation that thinks of
the Gospel as a blessing
rather than a birthright will
tend to flourish. As Christians,
we possess the greatest Good
News the world has ever re-
ceived. Why would we be shy
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about sharing it, declaring it and
proclaiming it every chance we
get? The heart of the Gospel is
God’s reign of love. In word
and deed we who follow Christ
embody that reign of love in the
world. It is a love that is even
more powerful than death.
Wow! Now that’s something to
get excited about! That’s some-
thing worth sharing!

Being a part of the life and min-
istry of University Lutheran
Church and Student Center is a
great blessing in so many ways.
We are blessed by a generous
spirit, by a caring community of
faith, by a vital and active min-
istry and by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ which stands at the cen-
ter of it all.

For that, we can only give God
thanks and praise!

See YOU in church!

Peace,

%s']w M\l&



From the DCE

“I just want you to know who I
am.”

I’ve had a couple of interesting
discussions recently about God.
Not real surprising given my
profession but the topic is re-
curring. We continue to discuss
how people get to know God.
As Christians we talk about
knowing and following the will
of God, understanding the plans
God has for us and even sing
about wanting to know God.
Here’s the dirty little secret;
we’re finally catching on to
what God has wanted from the
beginning. We often read in
the Old Testament about God
telling the Israelites “You will
know that I am your God” or
something to that effect. That
was the point of the plagues in
Egypt, the commandments, the
prophets, all the booming
voices from heaven and all the
stories of God saving such and
such from so and so. All of'it

is designed to point us to who
God is. It is no mistake that
God’s name is simply “I AM.”
All of scripture and all of the
cloud of witnesses exists to
show us who is the “I AM.”
The stories from Acts, the writ-
ings of Paul, the teachings of
Jesus and the stories of the
early church leaders and mar-
tyrs point us to the nature of
God.

In any relationship we strive to
have the other person know
who we are, quite by design.
We tell our histories, our per-
sonal stories, our beliefs and
our family background just to
give the other party a better im-
age of who we are. God knows
it all and tells us all the same
things. God has been about this
relationship, about us getting to
know him, all along.

-Chris Lee

How to be a (Lutheran) Disciple

The past couple years we have done a new member course that
was built around Lutheran theology and identity. While that is
valuable and vital to the understanding of our community, that’s
not all there is. This time around I’d like to spend some time on
discussing who we are and what we believe but the majority of
the time will be spent talking about how that affects our lives and
how we live out our Lutheran Christianity in the wide world.
Anyone interested is welcome to join us and we especially en-
courage people interested in membership to sign up. Sessions
will be 5 consecutive Wednesday evenings, starting September

29 at 6pm.

Youth & Education Calendar

Sept 4 Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 8am

7 Education Committee, 730pm

12 Sunday School resumes

29 New members course begins, 6-730pm
Oct 2 Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 8am

5 Education Committee, 730pm

9 All Youth Service— Really Free Market, 9-1
23 All Youth Service— Fall Clean Up, 9-2
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October
Shalom Deadline:
Sept 15th
Send submissions to

ulc@ulcsc.org

If you have a submission for the
Shalom, please e-mail them to
ulc@ulcsc.org. For questions,
comments or suggestions, contact
Cheryl Cook.

All Youth Service
AYS is an opportunity for
our children and young adults
to do service to the commu-
nity. We started it as a re-
sponse to the service hours
required in the Confirmation
program and have opened it
to our HS students as well.
The next opportunity will be
at the Really Free Market,
October 9. Talk to Chris for
more information.
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We are pleased to report the excellent progress that has
c . been made by the Financial Task Force and the Mission

1 1 Advancement Planning Committee (MAPC) as they
Bl/uldlng - . have continued to research, discuss and refine our next
To Serve mmw AR

steps in bringing our expansion and renovation plans to
fruition. The great success of the Building to Serve cam-
paign has enabled us to consider completing a substan-
tial part of our total vision for our facilities. Here are some of the things we have been discussing:

o Completion of the Education Center as Phase 1—The rest of the project would
be completed in the future as finances allow.

e Reviewing construction estimates from our architects— The estimated cost for
phase 1 would be 1.4 million.

o Investigate loan options for Phase 1— Meeting with the ELCA Mission Invest-
ment Fund.

o Discussing the impact of a mortgage on our annual budget.

We hope to have the details of these plans worked out by October. At that time, we will have sev-
eral informational meetings to lay out the plan, get feedback from the congregation and answer
questions. Then, sometime toward the end of October, we will have a congregational meeting to
formally decide how to proceed. At lot of work has been done! A lot more work needs to be done!
But, we are moving steadily forward toward our goal! If you have questions or comments, please
feel free to talk with Pastor Mike, Ken Jorgenson (MAPC Chair) or one of the Finance Task Force
members: Bruce Snyder, Bev Chess, Ron Jayne or Debbie Downey.



September Birthdays & Anniversaries

01 Mary Jane Gastgeb, Bellvue, | 14 | Casey Kudrna-Norman, OK September Anniversaries
PA

05 Kenneth Gastgeb— Carnegie, | 22 | Peggy Strom-Stratford, OK 03 | Helmut and Gretel Fischbeck
PA

06 Kelly Garnaas 22 | Doug Gransberg-Miles City, 12 | Keith and Sheila Weyenberg

MT

07 Kenneth Gastgeb, Carnegie, 25 Steve Livesey-San Fernando, 12 | Mark and Heidi Somers, Say-
PA CA ville, NY

07 Scarlett Metseff 25 | Cole Singleton 15 | Richard and Tamara Swenson

08 Pam Wallace, Charleston, 21 | Doug and Gwen Gransberg,
WV Corvallis, OR

11 Kelsey Busking, Walsh, CO 23 | Kristen and Lon Ocker,

Witchita, KS
11 David Cook, Orange, CT
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Statistics - August 201

0 Woprship Attendance

Sun | 08701710 [ 08708710 | 08/15/10 | 08722710 | 08729710 | Average Bib‘[e—study—
8:30 77 60 55 64 72 66 Mondav. Sentember 27 at 7PM
onday, September 27 a
11:00 70 70 4 100 9 9 (please};otepthe change to the 4th
2010 | 147 130 129 164 151 144 Monday for this month only)
2009 176 164 150 190 170
2008 157 172 173 151 163 “The People OfGOd.'
2007 186 160 167 178 173 Unity in the Midst of
2006 | 179 173 76 177 151 Diversity”
We are beginning the Lutheran
Woman Today.
2010-11 Bible study, which will look
at what unites us and defines us as
LUth?ran Me nos people of faith. These days, the ten-
Men in dency is to stay focused on the issues
Mission Prayer Breakfast that divide us. The goal of this study
Building o o is to help us understapd how our dif-
Men for Men of all ages are invited to join us on the ferent backgrounds, life experiences,
Christ first Saturday of the month for Men’s Prayer and perspectives can be shared as we

Breakfast. Prayer Breakfast starts at 8:00

AM with a hearty breakfast followed by Bi-
ble Study and prayer. Our next Prayer Breakfast is Saturday,
September 4th. We will be studying Psalm 19 and discuss-
ing how we celebrate the awe and wonder of God’s creation.
Please come, and invite your friends and neighbors to join
you.

study the Bible together and focus on
our common faith in Jesus Christ.
The theme verse is Amos 3:3: “Can
two walk together except they be
agreed?”

All women are invited to bring
a Bible and join in the lively discus-
sion and fellowship. Copies of the
Bible study will be provided if you’re
not yet a Lutheran Woman Today.




Worship Highlights

Pentecost 15
September 5, 2010

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

Theme: Jesus lifts up the high cost of being a disciple.

Pentecost 16
September 12, 2010

Exodus 32:7-14
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

Theme: Our God is a God of extravagant forgiveness
and mercy who seeks for us when we are lost.

Pentecost 17
September 19, 2010

Amos 8:4-7
1 Timothy 2:1-17
Luke 16:1-13

Theme: Can the church (or individual Christians) be
shrewd in the ways of the world without selling our
souls?

Pentecost 18
September 26, 2010

Amos 6:1a, 4-7
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

Theme: What does it take to be truly “content” in our
lives?

Pentecost 19
October 3, 2010

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

Theme: Faith both provides us with power for life and a
way of living.

Come, Let us Worship
The Sending

Having heard the Word, and received the Sac-
rament, the service concludes as we are sent out
into the world in mission and in ministry.

The Blessing begins the “Sending” part of the
liturgy. The Blessing can take several different
forms. The most common form, which begins
“The Lord bless you and keep you...” comes
from Numbers 6:24-26 and is called the
Aaronic or Priestly Blessing. The blessing is a
promise of God’s peace and presence in the

lives of God’s people.

The Blessing is followed by the Sending
Hymn/Song. This hymn/song serves as a praise
-filled way to launch us into the world where
Christ calls us to serve. This concluding hymn/
song is selected both to reflect the theme of the
day, and also to call us to service, witness and
faith in our daily lives.

The last word in the weekly service is called
“The Dismissal.” The most common form of
the Dismissal is the familiar, “Go in Peace,
Serve the Lord!” The Dismissal echoes the
promise of the Blessing and reminds us that, as
God’s people we are sent into the world as ser-
vants of the Lord and ambassadors of God’s
Kingdom. A church I visited many years ago
had a sign over the inside of the door of the
worship area which read, “Servant’s Entrance;”
a reminder that our real work as God’s people
begins when we leave the church and enter the
world.

The Church of Jesus Christ gathers each week
to celebrate God’s goodness, grace, and love, to
hear God’s Word proclaimed and taught, to be
nourished by God’s grace through the sacra-
ments and to be reminded of our mission and
ministry as God’s people in the world. Down
through the centuries it has been the custom of
God’s people to gather weekly to offer wor-
ship, praise, and thanksgiving to our God for
the blessings of the week past, and to refocus
on God’s call in our lives. It would be my
prayer that all of us at University Lutheran
make community worship a regular part of our
lives.




PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers

Dave Alvis Genia van Leursburg Kirstin Schwandt
Tamara Swenson Dorothy Iverson Carolyn Fuerbringer
Linda Crawford Richard Swenson Wilma Fett

Jack Alley Paul Kleine Dorothy Brinker

Elaine Newell Karen Hilger

Friends and family members who are in need of prayer:

James West

Lony Birkert

Betty Armstrong
Nellie Michael

Jim Ault

Vickie Lykins

Bob Armbrust
Alice Siefert
Jeanette Wire
Rachel Parsons
Lisa Leyn
Annegret Fischbeck
Bonnie Jo Newman
Guetner Peick
Cindy Rose
Eleanore Lekin
Diane Johnson
Ryan Truelock
Karen Bayne
Caylee Rauch
Tony Reel

Mr. & Mrs. Robbins
Nan Hall

Mary Court

Mike Hilger

Donita Petersen and Family

Son of Len and Andy West
Friend of Ingrid Robbins

Mother of Jessica Gwinner

Mary Sue Schnell’s aunt
Friend of Duane and Jane Winegardner
Friend of Dale Metz
Brother of Jolene Kudrna
Friend of Eva McGinnis
Aunt of Rebekah and Sarah Swanson
Niece of Cindy Pullin
Friend of Julie Lawson

Sister-in-law of Gretel Fischbeck
Sister of Barbara Owens
Brother of Ingrid Robbins

Sister in law of Gwen Gransberg
Linda Robert’s Mother
Friend of Paul and Eilene Kleine
Friend of Kara Harrison
Friend of Caroline Summersett
Friend of Carrie Atherton
Friend and co-worker of Donna Shaw
Parents of Jim Robbins

Sidney Lowery’s Aunt
Friend of Randa Shehab

Son of Tom and Karen Hilger
Friend of Sandy Jayne

Those who serve in harm’s way, including those in the military:

Barry Roche, Michael Finch, Anthony Martin, Nils Gransberg, Eric
Magerumm, Max Koller, Jeff Krebs, Eric Hume, Dan DeLarm, Randy Huff-
man, Lexi Koller, and civilians doing relief work, including Dr. Patrice

White.

Missionaries of the church, especially:
David and Alicia Brondos in Mexico, Herb Hafermann and Josh and Sue
Magyar in Tanzania.

For all those who grieve the death of a loved one, including the family and
friends of Helga Martin, Heidi Somers Mother and Luka Ranadhani,, con-
struction manager and evangelist in Tanzania. May the hope of Christ’s res-
urrection bring you comfort in your loss.

The residents of the apartment we sponsor at East Main Place. Kayla and her
two children--Nigel (4 years old) and Bryce (18 months old).

Pray for peace and an end to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Women of the Word
Book Group

The WOW featured book for Septem-
ber is “Katharina Von Bora: A Refor-
mation Life”, by Rudolf K. Markwald
and Marilyn Morris Markwald. The
author trace Katy’s background, birth,
childhood and early adult years. Also
her marriage to Martin Luther, after
she had escaped from a convent be-
cause of what he taught and with hi
help. The book reveals the faith and
legacy of a woman who held stead-
fast to Christ in great adversity and
need and who also advocated evan-
gelical reforms. Come and share the
story of this remarkable woman with
us.

We meet on Fridays at noon in the
church fellowship hall. Bring your
lunch if you like.

For information, contact Mary Sue
Schnell or Arlis Scott .

NOTE:

We are happy to keep people on the
prayer list as long as they are in need
of prayers! However, if you know
that someone has recovered from
their illness or no longer needs to be
on the list please call or email the
office and let us know. Thank you.




SOUL

Students Of University Lutheran
Kristin Reed Klade, Campus Minister

Fall marks the beginning of a great new school year for SOUL. We are already really excited for
OU football game-day parking, bible studies, and service events in September which include volun-
teering at the Norman Animal Shelter and at The Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma. We will also
be hosting a delicious crepe and game night. This will be a joint fellowship with the student minis-
try at Trinity Lutheran Church in Norman. To the ULCSC congregation: thank you for helping
SOUL minister to students by being so incredibly warm and welcoming. I have already received
multiple remarks from new students telling me how much they enjoyed their experience worship-
ping with ULCSC and meeting members of the congregation. Thank you so much for all that you

do!

Sincerely,
Kristin Reed Klade, ULCSC Campus Minister

September Events

*SOUL Wednesday:

Every Wednesday beginning August 25, 2010:
7:30 pm Free home cooked dinner

8:15 pm bible study, discussion, and worship
-Meet at the Fellowship Hall of ULCSC

*SOUL Food Sunday:

Every First Sunday of the month Beginning Sept. 5, 2010:
12:15 pm meet at ULCSC after second service worship to
go out to a free student lunch together.

* Saturday September 4™, OU vs. Utah State @ Home:
8:00 am: Volunteers needed to line the grass lots.

2-6 pm: Volunteers needed to park cars at church

6 pm: Kick-off

*Saturday September 11", OU vs. Florida @ Home:
8:00 am Volunteers needed to line the grass lots.

9:30 am-2:30 pm: Volunteers needed to park cars at church
2:30 pm: Kickoff

*Friday September 17", Crepes/Game Night Fellow-
ship with Trinity Lutheran Students:

8 pm in the fellowship Hall of ULC. Bring friends
Some crepe toppings will be provided, but if you have a
favorite please bring it with you!

*Saturday September 18", OU vs. Air Force @ Home:
8:00 am: Volunteers needed to line the grass lots.

9:30 am-2:30 pm: Volunteers needed to park cars at the
church

2:30 pm: Kickoff

*Friday September 24", Volunteer at Second Chance
Animal Shelter in Norman

3 pm: meet at ULCSC to carpool or you can follow some-
one. It is about 10 minutes away.

Do you miss your dog or cat back at home? Well you’re in
luck, because there are some really cute homeless dogs and
cats that need to be walked and need some love. Join
SOUL for this fun opportunity to serve the community.

*Wednesday September 29", “5™ Wednesday of the
month Service Event”

NOTE: The service Event will take the place of Bible
Study.

Time: TBA, we will probably meet at the church sometime
around 5 pm to have some pizza then carpool up to the
Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma. This is a huge organi-
zation that feeds children and families all over the state of
Oklahoma. They are currently in need of volunteers to help
sort and box foods to be shipped all over the state. That’s
where you come in! Please take a few hours out of your
month to do something for others. You will be glad you
did.

*If you want to talk to Kristin about SOUL programming,
about getting more involved in SOUL or ULC, about relig-
ion in general or about anything, her open office hours are
Wed. 6:00-7:30 pm and Friday 3-6 pm, Have some Free
coffee or hot chocolate too )

Pastor Mike is also available if you would like to talk with
him.




Really, Really Free Market

Share With God’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality ™.
(Romans 12:13)

Each of you should look not only to your own
interests but also to the interest of others.”
(Philippians 2:4)

The next Really Really Free Market is sched-
uled at ULCSC for Saturday, October 9th from
9-1. Congregational participation is needed. If
you can provide a SERVICE, ENTERTAIN-
MENT, ITEMS, CLOTHES, SHARING A
SKILL, please fill out the form that will be
coming soon in the bulletin and return to the
church office by September 10th. You do not
have to remain the entire 4 hours. Remember,
this is only like a garage sale, but NO MONEY
is exchanged. This is a way of reaching out and
giving back to the Norman community. If you
have questions, please contact Cheryl Bredeson
at cbredeson@conx.net.

Bible Reading

Food and Shelter for Friends

Thank you for your continuing gener-
osity. Special needs this month are deodorant,
larger size diapers (3,4,5) and meat, which in
our situation would need to be canned unless
you’d like to take it over to the site. Continu-
ing needs include canned goods (especially
large cans), breakfast foods, toiletries, espe-
cially shampoo and conditioner, and clothing
for their clothes closet. They serve about 100
breakfasts and lunches every day and depend
on contributions from people like us. The
manager said, “it’s amazing how when we
really need something, it comes to us.” We are
a vital part of this ministry.

If you’d like to visit or take contributions directly
there, the address is: 104 West Comanche (just
west of the railroad tracks and south of Main
Street.) Phone: 405-360-4954

Daily Bible reading has long been the tradition of the church. Just as there is “lectionary” or list of

readings for Sundays, there is also a Daily Lectionary for use in the home. This month, we begin
publishing a list of daily readings from the Daily Lectionary in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship

(pages 1121-1153).

September 5-11 12-18 19-25 26-October 2
Sunday 2 Kings 17:24-41 Amos 7:1-6 Proverbs 14:12-31 Amos 6:8-14
1 Timothy 3:14-4:5 1 Timothy 1:18-20 Acts 4:1-12 Revelation 3:14-22
Monday 2 Kings 18:9-18 Jonah 3:1-10 Proverbs 17:1-5 Hosea 10:9-15
1 Timothy 4:6-16 2 Peter 3:8-13 1 Cor. 9:19-23 James 5:1-6
Tuesday 2 Kings 18:19-25, Job 40:6-14; 42:1-6 Proverbs 21:10-16 Hosea 12:2-14
19:1-7 Luke 22:31-33, Luke 20:45-21:4 James 5:1-6
Luke 18:18-30 54-62
Wednesday Genesis 6:1-6 Exodus 23:1-9 Proverbs 22:2-16 Hosea 12:2-14
1 Timothy 1:1-11 Romans 3:1-8 2 Cor. 8:8-15 Matthew 19:16-22
Thursday Gen. 7:6-10; 8:1-5 Ezekiel 22:17-30 Proverbs 28:3-10 2 Kings 18:1-8,
2 Peter 2:1-10a Romans 8:31-39 Ephesians 2:1-10 28-36
Revelation 2:8-11
Friday Genesis 8:20-9:7 Isaiah 5:8-23 Proverbs 28:11-28 2 Kings 19:8-20,
John 10:11-21 Mark 12:41-44 Luke 9:43b-48 35-37
Revelation 2:12-29
Saturday Exodus 32:7-14 Amos 8:4-7 Amos 6:1-7 Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4
1 Timothy 1:12-17 1 Timothy 2:1-7 1 Timothy 6:6-19 2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 15:1-10 Luke 16:1-13 Luke 16:19-31 Luke 17:5-10




University Lutheran 914 Elm St.

Norman, OK
OKktobertfest
Qe Saturday
2 Sept 25th
5:30 PM

Polka Band

Brats, Hot Dogs, and Drinks
Provided.
Bring a German side dish or a
dessert to share.

Mark you calendar,

Invite your friends. Saturday, Sept 25th, 5:30 PM
Suggested Donation: $7.50 adults

$3.00 children 12 and under

$20.00 maximum per family.




Caring Ministry Team
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the
church and have them pray over them...
James 5:14

The purpose of the Caring tors are not counselors or
Ministry Team (CMT) is to therapists, but are trained to
supplement and support the recognize the need for referrals
work of the pastor in caring for to professional caregivers and
members and friends of the make those referrals as neces-
congregation facing sickness, sary. CMT Visitors meet with
times of crisis or death. individuals in need on a regu-
lar basis for as long as is nec-
Caring Ministry Team Visitors essary.
walk along side members and
friends of the congregation CMT Visitors will receive 20
providing encouragement, hours of training before start-
emotional support and spiritual ing their ministry. Class meet-
care as they face challenges ing time is still to be deter-
and trials in their lives. This is mined. Interested? Talk with
a ministry of listening, pres-  Pastor Mike or Sandy Jayne.
ence and prayer. CMT Visi-

Calling all Walkers, Young and Old!

The annual Cleveland County CROP Walk (Communities Re-
sponding to Overcome Poverty) will be October 10 with regis-
tration starting at 130 at Food and Shelter for Friends.

This annual event is held throughout the country to raise money
and awareness for local and international hunger. 25% of the
money raised will be donated to Food and Shelter for Friends
and 75% will go to Church World Service. There is pre-walk
entertainment and a post-walk party with live music!

Dogs are welcome to walk and water stations will be available
for them along the route.

More information is posted across from the office or visit
http://www.clevelandcountycropwalk.org/

Keep your eyes open for sponsorship packets Available Soon!

Intern Organist

ULCSC Welcomes AOI in-
tern organist Jaime Carini for
the fall semester. Please stop
by the organ bench and say
hi!

Jaime Carini hails from Tulsa,
Oklahoma and graduated as a
Presidential Scholar from the
University of Tulsa with the
Bachelor of Music in piano
performance and music the-
ory. Ms. Carini subsequently
spent the next two years en-
gaged in various musical ac-
tivities: accompanist for the
University of Tulsa Chorale,
class pianist for the Tulsa Bal-
let, and junior faculty at the
Barthelmes Conservatory,
where she served as piano and
music theory faculty and ac-
tively performed as a member
of the Barthelmes Duo. She
was one of six pianists se-
lected to study chamber music
at the Meadowmount School
of Music.

Jaime came to the University
of Oklahoma as a candidate
for the Masters of Music in
piano and the Masters of Mu-
sic in musicology. After hear-
ing Dr. John Schwandt per-
form on the beautiful Fisk or-
gan, she realized that she
could broaden her music hori-
zons as a full-time organ stu-
dent and changed her per-
formance degree from piano
to organ in the Spring of
2008. Since then, she has in-
volved herself in several fac-
ets of the American Organ
Institute, working in the organ
shop and serving as organ in-
tern at University Lutheran
Church & Student Center.



http://www.clevelandcountycropwalk.org/

Giving Electronically
University Lutheran now accepts electronic donations.

Members and friends of University Lutheran now have the option of giving to the church electroni-
cally. This option is available for those who would like the convenience of electronic giving or
who travel frequently and would like to stay current on their pledge. This is not intended to replace
the Sunday offering, but to provide an alternative to those who would like it. If you are interested
in starting to give electronically, please talk with Debbie Downey. Here are some “Frequently

Asked Questions” about electronic giving:

Frequently Asked Questions about
Direct Debit Giving

Q: What are the major advantages of elec-
tronic giving by direct debit?

A: Direct debit is all about convenience for you
and consistency for the church. Electronic giv-
ing eliminates frequent check writing and helps
members stay on track with pledges even when
they are unable to attend services. The church in
turn benefits from much-needed donation consis-
tency and a reduction in the volume of check and
cash contributions that must be handled and
manually processed in the church office.

Q: How does Direct Debit Giving work?

A: Contributions are transferred automatically
from your checking or savings account to the
church’s bank account.

Q: How are my automatic contributions de-
ducted and transferred?

A: Talk with Debbie Downey to sign and return
an authorization form to the church indicating
the amount you wish to contribute on a regular
basis. Contributions are then transferred through
the Automated Clearing House (ACH) network
— the same network used by families to make
mortgage and utility payments, or to receive pay-
roll earnings and Social Security income.

Q: When will my contribution be debited
from my account?

A: A debit to your account will occur each
month on the date you specify on your authoriza-
tion form.

Q: How ill I keep track of contributions in my
check register?

A: Since your contribution is made at a pre-
established time, you simply record it in your
check register on the appropriate date. Elec-
tronic contributions will appear on your bank
statement.

Q: What can I use to prove I made a contribu-
tion?

A: Your bank statement will show an itemized
list of electronic transactions that can be used as
proof of your contribution.

Q: Is giving by direct debit risky?

A: It is certainly less risky than writing checks or
carrying cash to church. To process electronic
donations the church uses Vanco Services, LLC
— an established and highly regarded company
that moves funds directly from church members
to the church on the same day without any delay.
Vanco processes contributions for more than
10,000 churches and nonprofit organizations.

Q: How much does direct debit cost?

A: It costs you nothing and it costs the church
very little. It is the lowest cost method of trans-
ferring funds.

Q: What if I try electronic giving by direct
debit and don’t like it?

A: You can cancel your authorization at any time
by notifying the church.




